How to draw and paint a chicken house.
From the book, ‘The Girl Who Speaks Bear’ by Sophie Anderson
1)
Begin the mapping out of
your drawing towards the
top of the page.
Remember that the
quality of your line needs
to be faint.
Start you sketch with
two edges of a cube, this
will form the body of the
house.

2)
Sketch on the roof,
explore different sizes
and shapes, this could be
practised in your
sketchbook.

3)
With an erasure, gently
remove the two lines
from inside the roof.

4)
Add the chicken legs, in
your sketchbook explore
different approaches. Is
your house standing still
or is it running?
Sketch legs.

5)
Bring together your
resources, if painting
with watercolours, these
are some of the things
that you’ll need: paints,
water, brushes, palette
and a paper towel.

6)
Working in your
sketchbook, activate the
watercolours by adding
drops of clean water
on to the pigment, and
work through different
colour schemes. Refer
to the book for ideas,
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7)
Add paint to the palette,
then add paint to the
paper.
Note that watercolour
paints when placed next
to each other when wet
will ‘bleed’ into each other.
Try blending colour when
the paint is water.

8)
Complete your artwork,
step by step.
Ensure throughout that
your brush is clean and
that dark colours don’t
contaminate the lighter
colours.
Use your sketchbook to
test and explore colour
options.

9)
Working the black lines.
Dip pen and black Indian
ink give rich blacks but
can sometimes blob. Black
pigment, permanent pens
give very fine lines but
can easily dry up when
applied to the painted
area of the artwork.

10)
I used a combination of
both.
Leave to dry overnight
and then carefully remove
any visible pencil marks.
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